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ETIENNE VAN DE WALLE, The female population of France in the nineteenth
century. A reconstruction of eighty-two departements, Princeton, N. J., Princeton
University Press, 1974, 8vo, pp. xix, 483, illus., $21.50 (£11.30).
The purpose of this book is to present the statistical basis of a proposed analysis
ofthe social and economic factors responsible for the decline offertility innineteenth-
century France. It is part ofa series ofvolumes on the fall in European fertility, and
the project is being carried out by the Office of Population Research at Princeton
University. The investigation is an attempt to provide greater understanding of the
reasons for the decline by studying fertility trends in 700 European provinces over
the last century.
The decline began in most European countries towards the end of the nineteenth
century, and the upheaval deriving from the change from agrarian to industrial
society is usually held to be responsible. France is of special interest because the
decline ofmarital fertility seems to have taken place before 1830, despite the fact that
the Industrial Revolution was having less effect there than in England. Thus the
study ofFrench population movements may be ofvital importance to French history
in general, and detailed investigation is warranted. Dr. van de Walle, Professor of
Demography in the University ofPennsylvania, therefore, sought demographic data
from earlier periods. However the official statistics proved to be inadequate and he
decided to make from them a systematic reconstruction of the female population by
departement throughout the nineteenth century. His book publishes these data and
provides demographers, historians, social scientists, and others with the estimated
female population of France in the nineteenth century by age and marital status,
adjusted estimates of births, and estimates of various demographic indices such as
marital and illegitimate fertility, age at marriage, and expectation of life at birth.
Much ofthis is statistical and more than halfthe book consists oftables. It is the raw
material which other scholars will use for a number ofpurposes. The authorprovides
no interpretations for the causes ofthe decline, but plans to present these in a future
volume. His most important task will be to place the phenomenon in its social and
culturalcontext andtofind outwhyFrance is ahead ofthe restofEuropeinthefertility
decline, and why some d4partements are ahead ofthe rest ofFrance.
It will be at this stage that the interest of the historian of medicine will increase,
and although he may not find the statistics and demographical niceties ofthis volume
very much to his liking, he should be aware ofthe data which form the basis for the
promised interpretations ofthem. It is clear that demography should be more closely
associated with medical history, for many of its problems are similar, although its
methods are different. On each side there is a need for more understanding of the
other, and it is important, therefore, that outstanding books ofthis nature should be
brought to the notice of historians of medicine.
JACQUES BARZUN (editor), Burke andHare; the resurrection men, etc., Metuchen,
N. J., The Scarecrow Press, 1974, 8vo, pp. xvi, 368, illus., £10.50.
Professor Barzun has gathered together contemporary documents, including
broadsheets, occasional verses, illustrations, polemics and a complete transcript of
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